Charlene s Story
The Journey

During her 25 year career as a stylist Charlene had the
privilege of meeting many clients who were unable to com-
municate through voice and many of them would use pen
and paper to express their needs to her. It was through
these meetings that Charlene began to think of how won-
derful it would be if she could communicate with them
through the use of American Sign Language (ASL).

Charlene had often toyed with the idea of learning a sec-
ond language and finally decided that ASL would be the
right fit for her. Little did she know that she was about to
discover her life’s passion!

Charlene enrolled in classes at The Canadian Hearing So-
ciety where she began to learn ASL as well as the history
and the culture of the “Deaf’. These classes would lead
her to her volunteer work at the School for the Deaf work-
ing with children with diverse levels of hearing loss. See-
ing many deaf children who have hearing parents, she no-
ticed the need, and desire, for hearing parents to bridge
the communication gap between themselves and their
child; as well as between the hearing siblings. This
prompted Charlene to further research various aspects of
using ASL with hearing children. During this time her life
direction changed as she went on to work in an industry
that services the culturally Deaf, oral deaf, deafened and
hard of hearing community.

A few years later Charlene experienced a personal trauma
that rendered her temporarily unable to communicate
through voice. Even though Charlene could sign and easy
communicate none of the staff were able to understand
her. It was during this time she found herself in a situation
that her old clients were once in whereby she had to use
pen and paper to communicate with staff, family and
friends.

After a long recovery she continued on with the plan she
started years bhefore of signing with hearing children, and
as a result of her personal experience in hospital she also
decided to offer another element to it; service to those with
Communication Barriers.

Her research now broadened while she learned more
about the use of ASL not only being beneficial for babies
but for many who does not have a voice.

Charlene is passionate about offering a means of commu-
nication to those with barriers such as ASPERGERS, AU-
TISM, APHASIA, APRAXIA, CEREBRAL PALSY, andfor
DOWN SYNDROME. Through the amazing benefits of
ASL you can help give someone a "voice".

™ Fducoti ing Young Minds

Charlene now is a Certified Independent Sign Language
Instructor who has completed level 303 of the "Signing
Naturally" curriculum through classes at The Canadian
Hearing Society.

What began as an interest in American Sign Language
quickly turned into a passion for Charlene. That passion
led her to become an Independent Certified My Smart
Hands™ Instructor where she will be able to further share
her expertise with others.

"The communication, educational, developmental and so-
cial benefits of signing with your baby are truly spectacular!
Signing with your baby gives you the ability to communi-
cate much earlier then most realize. The hands can act as
a "“voice”; while the babies fine motor skills for speech are
developing they are able to have access to language
through sign."

"For those left without speech, perhaps due to a stroke,
learning ASL signs may not mean telling stories to your
grandchildren in full American Sign Language context, but
it may mean you can tell someone your hungry or thirsty or
that you love them®.
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